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J. J. Jackson - Lakeport CEO 
Have you ever met someone who wrecked his first car at age 18 
months?  Left in a car, JJ pushed a button, the car jumped out of gear, 
rolled down hill, landed on its side, leaving JJ unharmed.  This was a 
charmed child! 
 
Have you ever met someone who attended 26 different elementary 
schools?  Such was his life as JJôs family followed his dadôs work in the 
Texas oil fields.  ñIt wasnôt so bad,ò says JJ.  ñOther families were in the 
same boat, and I always had old friends moving with me.  It taught me 

how to make new friends easily and to learn different points of view.ò    
 
By 7

th
 grade, the family settled in Odessa, TX, heart of the oil fields, permitting JJ to attend and 

graduate from Odessa High School.  There he was a cheerleader, and at cheerleading camp, met 
wild high school cheerleader, George W. Bush.  In 1963 JJ enlisted in the Navy, ñbecause I liked 
the uniform,ò he says, ñand because I figured it would get me to CA, land of surfing and movie 
stars.ò  With a little pull from his grandfatherôs neighbor, Vice President Lyndon Johnson, he 
landed in San Diego at the naval dental school, spending 3 years as technician in the Dental 
Corps.  A difficult part of the job was recovery and identification of fallen Vietnam era troops using 
dental records.  
 
After leaving the military, JJ moved to Hollywood, earned his BA Degree in Business and 
Accounting from UCLA, and started a series of interesting job opportunitiesðbar tending, owning 
and managing an entertainment guide, bookkeeping for a variety of businesses, owning and 
running a feather work business creating feather boas, accessories, millinery, and costumes for 
the Ice Capades and for celebrities such as Carol Burnett, Cher and Diana Ross.  
 
In 1982, JJ and partner Jack DeVine took a break to visit Clearlake, and after one beautiful day in 
September, they purchased the Bungalow Restaurant in Clearlake Oaks.  It grew into a booming 
business with restaurant, bar, motel, campgrounds, cabins, and dock. After selling that successful 
business, JJ worked several accounting and management jobs in Lakeport, including Big A Auto 
Parts, First West Companies, Ka Ba Tin Indian Casino (later Robinsonôs Rancheria), temp agency 
Work Force Services, and Mount Konocti Growers Pear Shed.  
 
In 2005 Jim Swatts and the Lucerne Senior Center Board of Directors recruited JJ to be their 
facility director.  The center was ailing and they charged JJ with reviving the building, programs, 
paying off debt, and restoring morale.  ñCommunication was the key,ò says JJ.  ñCommunicating 
with vendors and with the community to get the place back on its feet and make it what they 
wanted.  I remember one day when I had almost given up hope, and about 20 key seniors showed 
up in my office ready to go to work.ò    
          Contô on page 5 

The Fundraiser Committee is always looking for ideas, 
volunteers and help.  Donôt be afraid to offer suggestions. 
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NEW COMPUTER  CLASS 

Is being held every Monday 
and Thursday at 2 p.m. for one 
hour.   
 
Mondayôs class teaches 

ñFacebookò, a popular way to stay in touch with 
friends and family.  Thursdayôs class will focus 
on the Googleôs free Microsoft Office alternative.   
 
All levels of skill are welcome.  Suggested 
donation is $5.  Lab computers are available for 
those who do not have their own laptop. Call 
349-0908 for more information 

I do have flabby thighs, but fortunately my stomach covers them.  

Every time I hear the dirty word 'exercise', I wash my mouth out with chocolate. 

Finally - - An answer I can 
understand. 
 
An American tourist asks 
an Irishman:  "Why do 
Scuba divers always fall 

backwards off their boats?" 
 
To which the Irishman replies: "If 
they fell forwards, they'd still be in 
the dang boat." 
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Donôt forget our famous 
Sunday morning 
breakfasts.   
 
These are held on the 3rd Sunday 

of each month here at the Center. 
The food is so good that you will want to gather up all 
your friends and relatives and have them meet you 

here.           $7.00 

Great servers!!         Such a deal!!         8:00ðnoon! 

MONTHLY EVENTS AND NEWS: 
Birthday lunch, Lakeport Senior Center  1st Friday of each month.  This is a special lunch 

that honors the birthdays for the month.  12:00 noon.  Come early to get a seat.  

Dance ~ Elks Lodge Lakeport #2704 3775 Lakeshore Blvd.  2nd & 4th Wed of 

each month.  $10 for dance.  Include dinner for an additional $5.00 or less.  Dinner starts at 5:00 to 6:15 and dance 
follows.  For more info and tickets call 263-8422 or Wanda at 274-3307  Come and have fun. 

Sons of Italy Pasta Feed.  Sons of Italy  2850 Hwy 20, Nice.  Every first Sunday of the month  

2:00 ï 6:00 pm  Great pasta and some dancing also.  Come and enjoy the food. 

Raffle Bar-B-Que Lakeport Senior Center Saturday, July 31st.  This is the big event where the drawing will 

take place for the raffle.  Check page 9 for more info.  There will be a lot going on that day so keep posted. 

Fourth of July falls on a Sunday this year 

 

*************Contact the senior center for more information on the above 
items************* 

Get your information added above 

ƹ 

Get your business noticed in this 
newsletter. 

We are in the process of obtaining some supporters for 
this newsletter and the centers.  The first portion would 
be used to help offset some of the printing costs and 
allow us to make this available to more seniors.  The 
balance would go to the Centers. 

$25.00 month / business card size 
Contact Lakeport Senior Center 263-4218       OR 
Lucerne Alpine Senior Center 274-8781   



4 

Wednesday is Bingo from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

This is a great way to get rich quick and help your Center at the same time.  Come for 
lunch first and make an afternoon out of it.  Where else can you get a good lunch, hang 
out with friends, win money, look at the lively decorations and catch up on the latest 
gossip for such a cheap price?  Check out the ñPirate Bingoò on the 1st Wednesday of 
the month. 

We have the Computer Learning Workshop (CLW) in operation. 

Contact us at 263-4218 and let us know what your interest is or to find out what 
is available at the time.   It can be advanced or beginning lessons. Donôt be 
afraid of that terrible, scary thing ever again.  $5.00 donation accepted.  Check 
out this months classes on page 2.  Also contact Jonathan Crooks for any 
computer related issues as he does that type of work on the side and may be able to fix whatever IT 
is that wonôt cooperate. 

 

Best Movies in town.  Starting at 1:00 p.m. every Thursday afternoon.  Come by 

for lunch first.  That way you get lunch and the movies without having to leave your 
seat.  Free popcorn 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES: 
Line Dance Classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays and lead by 

Shari Koch.  See calendar for levels and times.   This is probably the wildest 
group of dancers on the West Coast and lots of fun to hang out with.  You are 
always welcome to join them or just come and watch.  $2.00 to dance and the 
older you get the cheaper the class gets.   Dancers canôt wait to hit 70 years 
 
By the wayééé REAL MEN LINE DANCEéé...So get out there guys! 
 

Check out www.lakedancing.com for more information and see about the Monday night class. 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday morning is still the 

Easy Stretch Exercises to video.  9:30ð10:30 a.m. 

 

Art ClassðEvery Friday 1:00ð4:00 pm  Taught by Blanka Doren  

All ages, from 5 years to 95 years are welcome.  Bring your grandkids.  If you ever 
wanted to learn to paint, this is your chance.  Everyone goes home with an 8òx10ò 
painting.  Cost is $10.  No supplies necessary.  Come and join us.  It is FUN! FUN! FUN! 

LUNCH EVERY WEEK DAY FROM 11:30ð12:30 
Serving at 12:00.   

Check out our menu from this newsletter, front desk or go on-line to www.lcseniors.com 

Did you know ??????         We have WI ïFI INTERNET ACCESS at our Center? 

Come on in, get connected and stay for lunch!!! 


